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Questions for discussion on Tuesday, 28th February 2012
1. For persons of small capacity, the sufferings of the hell beings, the hungry ghosts and so forth are explained. Do these beings experience those sufferings literally or in a metaphorical manner? 

(Clarification by Khen Rinpoche: Aim of question is for us to understand that what the Buddha described is possible. The mind should move closer to an understanding that the lower realms are really like that).

2. What is the meaning of going for refuge? Why is the Dharma Jewel the actual refuge? How are we freed from the lower realms when we go for refuge?

3. There are four permutations to karma that is done and karma that is accumulated. Explain their differences. 

********************

If time allows, you can also answer the following questions: 
(from Lesson 34)

4. There aren’t any examples of actions that are not done but that are accumulated for the three non-virtuous mental actions (covetousness, malice and wrong view). This means that if it is a non-virtuous mental action, it is necessarily both accumulated and done. Why is this so?

5. Why are the three non-virtuous mental actions not karma? The answer given in the text is that it is because they are afflictions. You then have to explain why an affliction cannot be karma. 

